
Respect Life Sunday         2018 
 
In 1287, a little girl was born in Italy. 
   She was born to a noble family and given the name Margaret,  
      which means pearl.  
But it soon became evident that Margaret was not the pearl 
   her family had hoped for. 
As she grew it became evident that something wasn’t right. 
   She had a humpback; one leg was shorter than the other,  
      and she had a large, misshapen head. She also was blind.  
Her parents locked her away in their large castle  
    and created a story that she had died at birth. 
  
Her parents abandoned her but their servants did not. 
   They loved the little girl and she loved them. 
When she was around 10 years old, the servants convinced the parents  
   to take her to the local Church where a healing service was taking place. 
 
They did but their daughter was not healed and so they left her there. 
    She lived in the Church for several years being cared for  
       by the poor of the village. 
Margaret became known for her great love so much so  
   that when she was 16 she was sent to live in a convent.  
However, her holiness far surpassed the other nuns in the convent 
   and when they could take her goodness no more,  
     they too abandoned her to the streets. 
While on the streets she became connected with the Dominican Friars  
   and joined the 3rd Order of St. Dominic. 
She continued to live on the streets… 
   relying on the hospitality of others for everything. 
But she became known for her kindness and holiness  
   and people sought her out for prayer and comfort. 
When she died the people demanded that she be entombed in the local  
  Church in Castello, an honor normally reserved for priests and bishops. 
 
Today she is called Blessed Margaret Castello and is on the road to sainthood. 
 
Blessed Margaret Castello stands as a shining example 
    of the value of every human life from the first moment of conception  
        to natural death. 



Today is Respect Life Sunday and we are reminded once again  
   of the value of all human life. 
 
Back in the 1980’s  Cardinal Joseph Bernadin,  
   at the time the Archbishop of Chicago  
     and the head of the Office of Pro-Life Activities for the U. S. Bishops 
called for a "seamless garment" approach to all the issues of life. 
 
Beginning with abortion, we need to stand against the intentional killing  
   of any human life.  
        Respect for Life begins with abortion but it can’t end there. 
The seamless garment approach tells us we must also stand against 
    the intentional killing of human life at the end of life as well. 
We cannot say we are pro-life and at the same time  
   be in favor of capital punishment, euthanasia, and assisted suicide. 
We cannot say we are pro-life if we don’t support an end to human trafficking, 
    full accountability with regard to sexual abuse in our Church 
       and in all of society, 
          and a just treatment of immigrants no matter what their legal status is. 
 
We cannot say we are prolife and then treat our marriages  
   with anything less than the honor they deserve. 
 
My friends, Cardinal Bernadin was right. 
   Respect for Life is a seamless garment  
      and we live it out best in our day to day relationships. 
We live it out in how we treat one another in the everyday events of lives. 
 
This weekend is also our Turkey Shoot Weekend— 
   the perfect weekend in our parish to show respect for life  
by how we treat the 2000 plus guests that will visit our parish this weekend. 
 
Smile when you work your booth. Smile when a person gets cranky. 
   Smile when I win the grand prize raffle and you don’t. 
But most of all, let’s show a respect for all life,  
   beginning with the person sitting next to you, 
      the next person you talk to, 
and everyone you encounter on this Turkey Shoot weekend. 


